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 Mr. Cupo’s Information Office Hours: 
 E-mail: ACupo@ccusd93.net Wednesday’s at Lunch 
 Phone: (480) 575-2506 or 
 Room: CSHS 144 Upon Request 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

 Theatre ½ is designed as an interactive course that will introduce students to the art of theatre and its role in 
society, develop acting and performance skills, and challenge students to think critically about theatre, society and 
the world. Because theatre is an active art, Theatre ½ is very heavily performance and participation based. Students 
will perform monologues, scenes, readings, skits, and a variety of presentations as part of the class experience.  

Please understand that theatre strives to “hold the mirror up to society.” In this endeavor students may be 
exposed to stories or characters that express views and beliefs that differ from their own or those of their parents. 
The exposure to these topics is not intended to alter or change students’ beliefs but is designed to provide students 
a deeper understanding of the world of theatre and the world in which they live. 

COURSE GOALS: 

 The goals of Theatre ½ are as follows: 
1. Create drama through artistic collaboration 
2. Develop educated and supported opinions about art and culture 
3. Build confident and comfortable performers and public speakers 

TOPICS COVERED: 

 Theatre ½ will cover the following topics throughout the year: 

Improvisation Characterization Blocking/Movement Interpretation 

Theatre History Reader’s Theatre Technical Theatre Collaboration 

Monologues Duo-Scenes Ensemble Scenes One-Acts 

Theatrical Criticism Playwriting Theatre Etiquette Performance 

Pantomime Elizabethan Theatre Puppetry Radio Drama 
 

EXPECTATIONS: 

 Students are expected to participate in class work every day. 
Students are expected to arrive promptly and prepared for class. 
Students are expected to work collaboratively with all students. 

 
CULTURAL EVENT REPORT: 
 Students are required to attend one cultural event first semester and write a report evaluating the 
performance from an educated stance based on knowledge gained or discussed in class. Students may attend any 
live performance held at the Cactus Shadows Fine Arts Center (exceptions may be made with prior approval from 
Mr. Cupo). A ticket stub or program must be attached to the report as proof of attendance. 

Cultural reports will be due Friday November 29th but can be turned in earlier. 

LATE/MISSING ASSIGNMENTS: 

Students who miss class must make up participation points as well any assignments from those days. 
Performance days are posted early and cannot be made up unless a student’s parent emails Mr. Cupo prior to the 
absence and provides a legitimate reason for the student’s absence. Participation points can be made up by 



 

 

completing small assignments but MUST be obtained from the “Absent” folder. Students may only turn in make-up 
work until the day of the corresponding performance exam. 

PERFORMANCE UNIT (IMPORTANT DATES): 

 Theatre is a performing art and as such this class will have a public performance after school for friends and 
family members to attend. This performance is a requirement for the course and meets the AZ State Standards for 
Theatre. These performances will be the week of May 4th and will require that ALL students make themselves 
available each day of the week, potentially until 8:00 PM. Specific times will be distributed well in advanced so that 
students and families can plan accordingly. Students involved in Spring Sports (Track/Softball/Baseball) may find 
this schedule hard to accommodate as there is little flexibility. 

GRADING 
Semester One 

5pts Daily Participation: Approximately 50% 
Performance Exams:  Approximately 30% 
At-Rise Notebook  Approximately 5% 
Cultural Event Report:  Approximately 5% 
Final Performance:  Approximately 10 % 

Semester Two 
5pts Daily Participation: Approximately 50% 
Performance Exams:  Approximately 25% 
At-Rise Notebook  Approximately 5% 
Final Performance:  Approximately 20% 

Extra Credit: will not be assigned to one student, sometimes there may be a bonus question on quizzes or 
tests. Grades are located on-line. It is the student’s responsibility to check grades frequently in case 
of error. 

Grade Changes: We will provide many opportunities for students to demonstrate learning throughout the 
grading period. I have worked diligently to assure that each student is treated equitably. In order to 
maintain the integrity of grades, requests to change or “bump up” grades will not be considered. A 
student’s grade is a snapshot of mastery of content during a relatively narrow time frame of 
Semester 1 or Semester 2 and does not represent future potential.  

If I have made a clerical error in calculating semester grades, I am able to make the appropriate 
changes in the next semester. 

SEMESTER ONE FINAL PERFORMANCE: 

 Students will perform a final performance each semester as a demonstration of their acquired knowledge 
and skill. These performances are mandatory and will occur the week of December 16th during class and May 4th in 
the Lecture Hall after school. 

PARTICIPATION POINTS: 

 Students will earn five (5) participation points per day that will be entered at the end of each week. To earn 
all five points students must: be in class, be on time, have the required materials, conduct themselves politely and 
respectfully participate as an audience member. Students who arrive late or use their cell phones during class 
without permission will lose half of their daily participation for that day and their cell phones will be confiscated and 
turned into the office. 

CELL PHONE POLICY: 

Cell phones can be enjoyed during the passing periods. However, if students use cell phones in class they 
will be confiscated and turned into the office where parents must retrieve them. Furthermore, students will lose half 
of their daily participation points for that day. 

 

 



 

 

MATERIALS: 

 Students are required to have the following materials with them every day. 

 A pencil AND a pen 

 Any materials handed out by Mr. Cupo (Scripts, Character Studies, Assignments) 

 Any homework assignments 

 A one-subject notebook only for Theatre (At-Rise Notebook which can be left in the 
classroom) 

ID BADGES 

Identification badges are required for entry into the classroom. Per school policy, all students must be 
professionally attired (see dress code) and have a current CSHS ID badge on a lanyard around their neck in plain 
view of all staff. 

ATTENDANCE 

Per your student handbook, if a student has an absence, he/she will be allowed to make up the work as long 
as the work is completed in the allotted amount of time (ie two days for each day missed). Work not turned in due 
to an absence must be turned in on the day returning to class. Unexcused absences will result in NO credit for the 
work done in class that day. This includes assessments. If a student is absent more than ten days during the 
semester, they may lose credit for the course, per CCUSD policy. 

If you are absent, you are responsible for finding out about any make-up work, assignments, or notes. If you 
have questions or need help with the material that was covered, you will need to attend office hours. If a student is 
absent on the day of an assessment, the student must make up the test in office ours within two days. 

SCHOOL ABSENCE POLICY 

Students are responsible for contacting teachers to complete missed work. Parents can e-mail teachers to 
request homework to pick up during a student’s absence. For every day of excused absence, a student has two days 
to make up homework, classwork, quizzes, and tests (parents have 24 hours to contact the school to excuse the 
absence). Work previously assigned with a due date during an absence is due on the first day of his/her return to 
school (including suspension dates). Be advised that each department, which assigns extended projects, has specific 
deadline dates. All make up work from an excused absence is eligible to receive full credit if completed and turned 
in within the 2-day window. Some courses such as 

Honors, Advanced Placement, International Baccalaureate and Dual Enrollment courses have numerous 
long-term projects or portfolios, which may have absolute deadlines. Students will be advised of these 
project/portfolio deadlines in the course syllabus or on grading outlines and will be expected to turn in 
projects/portfolios prior to the designated date for credit regardless of days absent. Assignments, tests, quizzes not 
completed within the 2-day window will receive a zero. (Ref: Board Policy JH-R) 

DISTRICT POLICY JK-R 

A student may be subject to disciplinary action when the student engages in any of the following forms of academic 
misconduct: 
·Lateness - For missing or leaving school or class without permission or excuse. 
·Cheating - Including but not limited to copying, using unauthorized help sheets and the like, illegally obtaining tests 
in advance, substituting for a test-taker, and other forms of unauthorized collusion. 
· Plagiarism - Representation of the ideas or work of another person as his/her own. 
·Collusion - Supporting malpractice by another student as in allowing one’s work to be copied or submitted for 
assessment by another. 



 

 

·Duplication of work - Presentation of the same work for different assessment components and/or requirements. 
·Fabrication of Data - Manufacturing data for a table, survey, or other such requirement. 
·Any behavior that gains an unfair advantage for a student and/or affects the results of another student. 
Cactus Shadows High School takes academic dishonesty seriously. Any violation of this policy will result in a zero 
for the assignment/assessment for a first offense, a zero for the assignment/assessment and short-term suspension 
for a second offense and a loss of credit for the semester course (.5) and short-term suspension for a third offense. 
Students who share assignment/assessment information with other students via pictures, paper or electronics will 
receive a zero on the assignment/assessment and a short term to long term suspension (prior academic misconduct 
referrals from any other school or CCUSD grade level will be considered). 

CHEATING/PLAGIARISM 

Under NO circumstance are students allowed to “share” answers on assignments, warm ups (bellwork), labs, 
quizzes, or tests. Additionally, students should not be in possession of other students’ papers. The use of textbooks 
or “cheat sheets” for tests or quizzes is also not permitted. Students will receive NO CREDIT for any of the items 
described above, as well as, for talking during a quiz or test. Whenever two people are involved in a cheating 
episode, BOTH the person providing the answer and the person receiving the answer will earn NO CREDIT. 
Parents will be notified and a referral to the appropriate administrator will be written. A second offense may result 
in a short-term suspension for up to nine days, as per CCUSD policy. 

STUDENTS LEAVING CLASS 

Passes will not be given the first ten minutes or the last ten minutes of the class period and students are to be gone 
no longer than ten minutes. Please use passing periods wisely and take care of personal matters. Also bring 
everything you need to class. 

ELECTRONIC DEVICES 

Classrooms are designated as ‘No Phone Zones. Cellphones, ear buds, Airpods, or any other electronic devices are 
not to be seen or used in classrooms for any reason other than teacher requested academic activities. Upon entry 
into the classroom, students should turn off and stow all devices in their backpacks or in the container provided by 
the teacher. If you bring your cellphone, earbuds, or Airpods to school and they are damaged or lost, the school and 
teacher cannot be held responsible. Recording any activities in class without the express permission of the teacher 
and other students is prohibited and subject to a discipline referral. 

GUEST TEACHERS  

We value our Guest Teachers. The expectation is that our students treat our guests with the highest level of respect 
and support. Students who do not exhibit FALCON PRIDE while in the classroom with a guest teacher. 

 

 

 

 

** Disclaimer: Course information listed in this syllabus is subject to change at the discretion of the instructor. The 
instructor will explain the rational for any variance as it occurs. ** 
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SIGNATURE PAGE 

 Please print this page as an acknowledgement of your understanding and agreement to this course 
syllabus.  

 Important Reminders: 

  [ ] Students need a one-subject notebook. 

  [ ] There is a major report due Nov 29th 

  [ ] There is a required after-school performance during the week of May 4th 

 

 Parents and students, please sign this page as an affirmation that you read and agreed to the classroom 
policies, topics and expectations. 

Student Name: _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Student Signature: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Parent Name: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Parent Signature: ____________________________________________________________________________ 


